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Becky:

Here is the draft Gregory assessment of the SNHA. Would be interesting to get
the NC NHP's perspective.

(See attached file: 4-16-09 draft forestry report-SNHA_Jim Gregory.pdf)

Palmer F. Hough

US Environmental Protection Agency
Wetlands Division

Room 7231, Mail Code 4502T

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
wWashington, DC 20460

Office: 202-566-1374

Cell: 202-657-3114

FAX: 202-566-1375

E-mail: hough.palmer@epa.gov
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Response to Jim Gregory’s letter of April 16, 2009, regarding the PCS Bonnerton Nonriverine
Wet Hardwood Forest site.

Mike Schafale, North Carolina Natural Heritage Program
April 23, 2009

Dr. Gregory’s primary assertion is that the area does not meet the definition of a Nonriverine
Wet Hardwood Forest and that, because of past land use, it is not a significant example of a
Nonriverine Wet Hardwood Forest.

the three oak species. In fact, it specifically discusses the fact that, while the presence of wetland
oaks is important, these species often do not dominate in the best remaining examples and that

altered, closest-to-natural examples remaining for each community type, and those closest to this
ideal are regarded as the most significant. While we have not formalized definitions for mature
forests, in our experience, any hardwood forest that has most trees 12 inches dbh or over and has




some many trees 18-20 inches is unusually mature. While forestry books may suggest trees
should be 20 inches to be considered mature, this does not appear to match the practice in that
field, as most stands are harvested well before trees reach that size. While I noted the evidence of
past logging that Dr. Gregory cites, such evidence is common even in our best natural areas.
There are no Nonriverine Wet Hardwood Forests that have not been logged, and selective
logging of the sort noted by Dr. Gregory is the least alteration we can expect to find in any
remnants of these communities. The Bonnerton site is in better condition than most remaining
examples despite these impacts. 1Its condition and relatively large size place it among the best
examples of this community type known to remain.

[ am not sure how relevant Dr. Gregory’s other observations on hydrology and soils are. He

notes that the soils have hydric indicators. Most of the site has wetland vegetation, though there
are minor marginal upland inclusions. The southern red oaks he reported may have been in such
upland inclusions, which are also marked by beech trees. | visited the site with a number of
people experienced in delineating wetlands, and there was no dispute that the area was
jurisdicational wetland. Standing water does not always occur in Nonriverine Wet Hardwood

"~ Forests, thoug}rspefad}epgnded_watirz along with seasonal saturated soil and widespread hydric

indicators, would be expected. : B




